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EDITORIAL 


The Strength of the Lord 


The difference between facing the day in our own 
strength and going forth in the strength of the 
Lord is the difference between day and night; be- 
tween the finite and the infinite; 
and failure. 


between success 


That God has, in His love and mercy, condescended 
to work in and through human instruments is known 
to us all. That this work must be done in His strength 
is axiomatic. That we often undertake God's work 
in our own wisdom and strength is also a depressing 
fact. 


But one of the glorious realities of the Christian 
life is that we can start out and go through each day 
in God's strength. This is true for the emergencies of 
life; for the great tasks assigned to us; for the moun- 
tain-top experience we sometimes enjoy. But it is 
also true for those routine, mundane, trying and 
sobering realities of every day living. 


As a matter of fact, until the presence and powe1 
of Christ becomes operative in the necessary minutia 
of daily living we have failed to appropriate some 
of the richest blessings He has for His own. 


The strength of the Lord is spiritual and therefore 
divine in origin. It is a quality of inner life which 
is imparted by God and which is given in His own 
way and on His terms. 


We do not just start the day with the affirmation 
that we will take God's strength to ourselves. There 
are spiritual laws involved and they can never be 
ignored if we are to receive the strength He is so 
willing to impart. 


How much time do vou spend in prayer and Bible 
study at the beginning of the day? Not a pleasant 
question to answer if we are honest. 


While there are other factors involved, we go forth 
in the strength of the Lord in direct proportion to 


the wav we open up our hearts and wills to His in- 
filling. 


“Eat a hearty breakfast” is a time-tested slogan 
which is often ignored. “No Bible, no breakfast” 


(part of a song by the well known Chinese evangelist, 
Leland Wang), is a principle likewise ignored. 


Do you have a prayer list? Do your prayers consist 
chiefly of petitions for things? Is there worship and 
thanksgiving in your praying? Does God speak to 
you while you are praying? Do you ask God to speak to 
you as you read the Bible? Do the Holy Scriptures be- 
come alive to your own heart and needs as you read 
them? Are you conscious of the presence and power 
of the Holy Spirit as His Book speaks? 


These and many other questions need to be frankly 
faced. Too few Christians live in the strength of the 
Lord. Too few of us have victory over sin, and power 
in dealing with others. The defeat of which we are 
so often aware comes from neglected resources — re- 
sources of strength and victory which are open to all 
who will appropriate them. 


Every generation presents its own problems. Each 
individual has his or her own difficulties. But God 
has not left His children without help. It is not His 
will that we should drift aimlessly, or that we should 
live lives of perpetual defeat. The fault is entirely 
our own. We fail to appropriate that which is ours 
for the receiving. 


There is an old Chinese proverb which, translated, 
reads: “Rich people living like beggars”. How true 
of the average Christian! The riches of God’s grace 
— and this means for daily living — are available 
to us, and we go on living without them. 


There are many other aspects having to do with 
the strength of the Lord, available to all Christians, 
but basic to our receiving that strength is a close 
daily walk with Him — and this begins when the day 
begins, and it comes through communion with Him. 


Speak to Him in prayer. Let Him speak to our 
hearts as we pray. Listen to His voice in His Word. 


Paul “I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me’, but this assurance was not 
lightly achieved. Afflicted by some galling chroni 
condition which he spoke of as a “thorn in the flesh”, 
he was led to see that God’s strength is made perfect 
in human weakness. Looking above and beyond the 
infirmities, reproaches, necessities, persecutions and 


said: 
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distresses which were so much a part of his life he 
was able to glory in these things because they led 
him to a complete dependence on Christ. 


“For when I am weak, then am I strong” was the 
basis on which Paul went on in the strength of the 
Lord. 


It is also the one way for us who would follow in 
his train. 


—L. N. B. 


Neither My Praise Unto 


Graven Images 
Isaiah 42:8 


According to a student who comes from a Roman 
Catholic background, he used to be required to 
stand before a crucifix or a statue of the Virgin or of 
St. Joseph and repeat so many prayers after confes- 
sion. As he prayed and meditated there, at times the 
lips of the figure seemed to move in acceptance. The 
same student wrote on his examination, 


The seventh ecumenical council’s action re- 
garding images has presented the most interesting 
part of this course to me. Having formerly re- 
vered even worshipped images without the back- 
ground of such rites, this study has presented 
me with a greater knowledge and understanding 
of my revolt against Roman Catholic methods 
and rites . It has been only six years since |! 
removed the crucifix from my bed room wall, 
and four years since I threw the thing out of the 
house. That council caused me much anguish by 
superstition in my life, and I shall never forget 
the seventh ecumenical council. 





Now the Roman Catholics with their statues and 
the Greek Catholics with their two dimension pic- 
tures (icons) have only yielded more fully to the 
temptations which assail Protestants as well. It may 
be that the second is the least of all the command- 
ments. The Roman Catholics and the Lutherans 
subsume it under the first and thus dim its lustre. 
Today in Presbyterian and in Reformed Churches 
its direction not to make any likeness for worship 
purposes and not to bow before such a picture worship 
centre is being disregarded. Yet our Lord warns that 
those who break one of the least of the commandments 
and teach men so shall be called least in the King- 
dom. He also says, If ye love ME ye will keep MY 


commandments. 


The terms of the new covenant are that God prom- 
ises to make Himself our God, to forgive our sins, 
and to write His laws upon our hearts and minds. 
Hebrews also cites Psalm 40:7 of Christ, Lo I come, 
to do Thy will, O God. The next phrase in that 
psalm is, Yea, Thy law is within my heart. In the 
final book in the Bible the saints sing the psalm of 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal, a Presbyterian weekly magazine, devoted 


Moses and of the Lamb and keep the commandments 
of God and the faith or the testimony of Jesus. 


According to Isaiah 42, the LORD who refuses 
to give His glory to another or His praise to repre- 
sentations made by men, clearly sets forth to whom 
He does give honor and praise. He delights in His 
Servant, He puts His Spirit upon Him, He gives Him 
for a covenant to the people and for a light to the 
Gentiles, and causes the isles to wait for His law. 
That is, the center of our worship is neither a cruci- 
fix, nor a madonna and child, nor Sallman’s head of 
Jesus — but the Servant of the Lord, the Messiah 
of God. 


Remember Jesus the Christ, risen from the dead of 
the seed of David. Behold the Lamb of God, for 
grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. As the heavenly 
High Priest intercedes, we received grace and mercy 
to help from the throne of grace. Let us, then, pro- 
claim Him in His life of filial obedience to the 
Father, in His preserving fellowship with God in 
the midst of our flesh and blood — for us men and 
for our salvation. Behold His adoration of the 
glory of God, His faith in the Father even through 
the darkness of Calvary! Let us dwell on His being 
made sin for us that we might be made the right- 
eousness of God in Him — let us not focus on some 
graven image or fictitious picture of His face. 

Not a lifeless statue nor artist’s picture, but Jesus 
Christ is the end of the law for righteousness. 

In Ephesians, the Apostle shows that we are saved by 
grace not by works — and yet that grace saves unto 
the good works which God has before ordained that 
we should walk in. Even so, we are saved by Christ’s 
filial obedience of the Father’s will, not by our law- 
keeping. Yet He saved us that we might show our 
gratitude to God our Saviour by doing the will of 
our loving heavenly Father. And at least a part of 
that will is: 

“THOU SHALT NOT MAKE UNTO THEE 

ANY LIKENESS... 
THOU SHALT NOT BOW 
SELF TO THEM.” 


“NEITHER MY PRAISE 
IMAGES.” 


DOWN THY- 
UNTO GRAVEN 


—W.C. R. 


The Fear of the Lord is 
the Beginning of Wisdom 

Life is full of beginnings. Each morning we begin 
over again; every task undertaken is a fresh start; 
every venture in whatever avenue of life must have 
its beginning. 





In actuality we have very few endings. We seldom 
adjourn sine die — more often we merely recess. 
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Allow 


Success is not a matter of setting a goal then reach- 
ing it, but rather of turning our faces in a certain 
direction and, through a continuous series of new 
efforts, keeping going in that direction throughout 
our lives. 


So the Christian whose face is turned heavenward 
must needs remember that every beginning of every 
project of any kind whatsoever must be in the fear 
of the Lord. That is wisdom and it is the only wis- 
dom. 


Reasoning, then, from effect back to cause, isn’t 
it possible that our failures can be traced to the fact 
that the undertaking did not have its inception, its 
beginning, “in the fear of Jehovah’? Doesn’t this 
answer the complaint of many Christians, that often it 
seems as though the devil takes more interest in the 
success of his children than the Lord does in His? Also, 
if we will face the truth, do we not progress faster? 
Christians undertake work in their own wisdom, be- 
lieving they are suited to it; for instance, a misfit 
teacher can wreck a Sunday School class, whereas 
the same person might make a wonderful success of 
personal work. 


The Lord knows our talents, our abilities. Let’s 
make Him the President of the firm, the confidential 
advisor number one. Truly, the fear of the Lord 
is the beginning of wisdom, and the ending, too, for 
that matter. 


—R.LeC. 





The Apostolic Message 


“What was the message delivered by the Church 
in those days? It is briefly summed up by Paul in I 
Cor. xv. 1-11. They never forgot the fact of sin — 
that men were lost. The very name ‘Jesus’ reminded 
them of this, for it means ‘Saviour’. The resurrection 
was to them the crowning evidence that Jesus was 
all He claimed to be — the Son of God who had all 
power given unto Him. In their preaching they ap- 
pealed to many eye-witnesses who had seen Christ 
after His resurrection. The evidence was overwhelm- 
ing. They also appealed to the marvels wrought in 
His name by His followers, and pointed out the won- 
ders of His saving grace as seen in themselves and 
many others. So successful were they in spreading 
their teaching that eighteen years after the resurrec- 
tion of Christ His followers were accused of turning 
the world upside down.” 


This paragraph is a good sample of the sound schol- 
arship and the compact statement found throughout 
THE STORY OF THE CHURCH, the excellent con- 
densed history of the Christian movement through 
the centuries by Rev. Prof. A. M. Renwick of Edin- 
burgh. In his 222 pages there is a wealth of solid in- 
formation about events and personages as well as 
movements. One cannot too highly commend this 
work for those interested in a brief text for college 
or high school classes or for review purpose in Semi- 
nary. If my students would read during the course 
Schaff or Latourette and then cram this summary 
for exams they would come out on top. The volume 
sells for $1.25 in paper by Eerdman’s. 

—W.C.R. 
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United Presbyterians Face 
Doctrinal Issue 


THE newly United Presbyterian Assembly, by the 
time this appears in print, will have been called on 
to come out sharply in defense of the biblical doctrine 
of the Virgin Birth of Christ. The occasion for a 
stand on this doctrinal issue at this time was the de- 
mand of the Glendale, California, Presbyterian 
Church that the Assembly refuse to confirm the ap- 
pointment of Dr. Theodore A. Gill as president of 
the San Francisco Theological Seminary. 


The objections of the Glendale Church to Dr. 
Gill’s appointment were based on an editorial in the 
Christian Century, in which Dr. Gill confessed his 
disbelief in the historic doctrine. The Glendale ses- 
sion said: “. . . We find that no one could possibly 
recite the Apostles’ Creed with honesty and still agree 
with the expressed liberal beliefs of Dr. Gill; and the 
thought of subjecting our ministerial students to 
such bizarre biblical interpretations is extremely ob- 
jectionable . . .” 


It is difficult to believe that a Presbyterian Com- 
munion could contemplate the appointment of one 
who denies the Virgin Birth of Christ to a teaching 
position in one of its seminaries. But the Presbyterian 
Church, USA has long since made room for unbelief 
within its ranks. 


—The Banner (Official Organ of the 
Christian Reformed Church) 
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Lest We Forget 


One Lord’s Day morning an American worshipper 
was sitting in the Reformed church in Tours, France. 
On the wall he saw a plaque which read, “In memory 
of Catherine Marechal, first martyr of this parish, 
burned alive 1532.” 


The American wondered whether the details of 
those days of the Protestant Reformation are fading 
out of the minds of the twentieth century public. 
There is still some knowledge of the massacre of 
St. Bartholomew's eve, when in 1572 the Catholics 
massacred some sixty to seventy thousand Protestants. 
But is this the faint and only memory of a long his- 
tory of persecution? Near Tours, at the castle of 
Amboise, the American saw the balcony from which 
the Catholics hanged about 100 Protestant men in 
1560 and where they threw the women and children 
into the Loire to drown. But what had happened 
before 1560 and before 1532? Let us go back several 
centuries before the Reformation. 


The Middle Ages were saturated with superstition 
and Popery. But there were always a few who had 
some appreciation of the Gospel and who tried to 
dispel the errors which the priests and monks had 
invented to deceive the people. In the year 1000, five 
centuries before Martin Luther and Calvin, Beren- 
garius preached evangelical truth in its primitive 
simplicity. He had a good number of converts. 
serengarius was followed by Peter Bruis, who 
preached at Toulouse, under the protection of the 
Earl. By the year 1140 the number of the Reformed 
was so great that the Pope was alarmed. He wrote 
to several princes and ordered them to banish the 
evangelical believers from their domains. Before 
describing the events which the Pope’s policy put 
into effect, some idea should be given of the ideas 
of these early reformers. Fairly full information is 
available about one of the most famous of these men: 
Peter Waldo, a wealthy gentleman of Lyons, who be- 
came the founder of the Waldensians. 


Waldo and his followers held that holy oil is not 
to be mingled with the water in baptism; prayers 
said over inanimate things is superstition; flesh may 
be eaten in Lent, the clergy may marry, and auricular 
confession is unnecessary; confirmation and extreme 
unction are not sacraments; masses and indulgences 
are of no value to the dead; image worship is idolatry; 
purgatory is a fiction; and prayer should not be of- 
fered to the saints. There are other details too, but 
the most important thing to notice is that Waldo 
took the Scriptures as the sole authority in matters 
of faith and practice. He definitely rejected the 
claims of the Pope and the infallibility of the Roman 
church. When Alexander III heard of all this, he 
excommunicated Waldo and ordered the Bishop of 
Lyons to exterminate the sect. 


For three years Waldo hid in Lyons and managed 
to escape the diligence of the police. Then he escaped 
to the mountains of Dauphiny, where he was able 
to make many more converts. This enraged Philip, 
King of France, who sent out a military expedition 
that destroyed some 300 properties of the well-to-do, 
razed some walled towns, and burned many of the 
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reformed people. Others fled to Normandy and to 
Germany. 


Notwithstanding these persecutions the reformed 
religion flourished, and the Waldensians became more 
numerous than ever. The Catholics slandered them, 
anathematized them, legislated them out of positions 
of trust, honor, and profit, denied them burial in 
cemeteries, seized their lands, and confiscated their 


goods. 


As Peter Waldo continued to preach that the Pope 
was the Anti-Christ, that mass was an abomination, 
that the reserved host was an idol, and that purgatory 
was a fable, Pope Innocent III organized the Inquisi- 
tion to proceed against the Waldensians. In the 
courts of the Inquisition surmise and slander were ac- 
cepted as evidence, and the accused were soon handed 
over to the executioner. 


It was at this time that the Dominican order was 
founded, and its members have often been the prin- 
cipal agents of the Inquisition in many different 
countries. The powers of the Inquisition against 
heretics was unlimited. No matter how infamous an 
accuser was, the accusation could be accepted; even 
anonymous accusations were deemed valid. Some 
people were condemned more for being rich than for 
being evangelical heretics, for the confiscation of 
property was a profitable occupation. The friends 
of the defendants could not supply them with straw 
for bedding without the danger of being arrested as 
friends of the heretics. It was worth their life to 
give the defendant a cup of water. No lawyer dared 
to speak in their behalf. If a man on his death bed 
was accused of being a Waldensian, his estate was 
seized, his heirs defrauded, while the Dominicans 
took possession of the properties. 


In the year 1380 a monk inquisitor, Francis Bor- 
alli, was granted a commission by Pope Clement, III 
to punish the Waldensians in Aix, Ambrone, Geneva, 
and Savoy. At Ambrone he summoned all the in- 
habitants before him; those suspected of being evan- 
gelical were burnt to death, and their property along 
with the property of those who refused to appear was 
confiscated. The seized property was divided so that 
the secular executioners received one third and the 
clergy two thirds. 


In the year 1400 the Waldensians who resided in 
the valley of Pragela were, at the instigation of the 
priests, attacked by troops who plundered their 
houses, murdered many of the people, and drove 
others into the Alps. These latter froze to death, for 
it was winter time. In 1460 a persecution was con- 
ducted in Dauphiny by the Archbishop of Ambrone. 
The agent was a monk by the name of John Vayleti. 
This Vayleti was so indiscriminately cruel that even 
many Papists were murdered too. His excuse was 
that some of these Papists had expressed sympathy 
for the Waldensian sufferers. At length Vayleti’s 


cruelties became so intolerable that the Papists them- 
selves sent a petition to the King of France, Louis 
XI, who granted the petition and ordered an end to 
the persecution. Vayleti, however, by order of the 
Archbishop, continued the persecution and did not 
cease until 1487 when the Archbishop died. 

—A. H. C. 





THE SEARCH FOR FREEDOM 


by Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 


The tenth annual meeting of the Christian Free- 
dom Foundaiton was held this year at the Welling- 
ton Hotel in New York City. The first session began 
Wednesday morning, April 8th. Dr. Howard E. 
Kershner, President of the Foundation reported sub- 
stantial progress was made in all departments during 
the past year. 


The Christian Freedom Foundation from the time 
of its inception has insisted that the question of 
freedom centers in the problems of the individual 
over against organizations that threaten the liberties 
which God has given to man. The Directors of this 
Foundation have been disturbed by the alarming 
augmentation of coercive government during the past 
half a century. They feel that the government of 
our nation no longer confines itself to the super- 
vision of society from the political point of view, but 
seeks more and more to organize and control the 
economic and cultural interests of society. This is 
held to be exceedingly perilous because such power 
feeds on power and results in the government as- 
suming that the State is an end in itself. Examples 
are not lacking to show that when governments be- 
come power hungry they satisfy this desire for their 
own security by acquiring increased power. 


One of the chief points stressed each year by the 
Foundation is that according to the Christian view 
of the State, that State is best governed which per- 
mits the maximum amount of freedom to the indi- 
vidual consistent with public order and sound moral 
principles. It is firmly maintained that man’s native 
capacities can develop and flourish best in an atmos- 
phere of individual freedom. The program present- 
ed at the annual meetings centers around this motif. 


Freedom's Tragic Hour 


Dr. Bella V. Dodd presented a most enlightening 
address on “Freedom’s Tragic Hour’. Dr. Dodd 
taught at Hunter College for twelve years. She was 
a card-carrying Communist from 1932 to 1947. At 
the time of her renunciation of Communism, she was 
an official in the Communist party. Currently she 
is engaged in the teaching and practice of law. 


Communism, said Dr. Dodd, is the greatest of all 
the barbarisms the world has ever known. The end 
is the deluge. She pointed out that Communism is 
making a strong appeal to young people who are 
desperate for the answers to the meaning and prob- 
lems of life. This constitutes, in her thinking, a tre- 
mendous challenge to the Christian church. 


It was revealed by Dr. Dodd that, according to _ 
Edgar Hoover, there are at the present time 20,000 
American Communists. These constitute the Com- 
munist apparatus and she defined the apparatus as 
“the skeleton of the future government”. While this 
number may seem to be comparatively small, she 
said it is all that the Communist need to fill the 


major key positions in this country. She reminded 
the audience that it was a comparatively small num- 
ber of Communists in Russia who took control of 
that large country. 


As an ex-Communist she declared that Americans 
should know that the Communists are determined 
to take control over all the resources of the world, 
and that the only interest the Communist con- 
spiracy has in the working class is to use the workers 
as sawdust to carry out their objectives. The speaker 
underscored the fact that from her first-hand exper- 
ience in the Communist party she knows that a num- 
ber of Communists are holding honored positions in 
our churches, government, channels of communica- 
cation, and other responsible places of leadership. 


Dr. Dodd warned that “the public school system 
in America has been captured to a large extent by 
the Communist conspiracy”. Speaking autobiographi- 
cally, she declared, “My own school stripped me of 
faith in God — the God Who created me, the God 
to Whom I was obligated, and the God Who cared 
for me in my needs. My school robbed me of the idea 
of sin since it said there is no God. My school led 
me to believe that every American businessman was 
unscrupulous. My school robbed me of patriotism 
and said that I should forget about my own country 
and become a citizen of the world. By the time I was 
a senior in college I gave up all belief in morality 
as a code for guidance — even the Ten Command- 
ments. I was deprived of the moral code for life. It 
is my conviction that what the school does for you 
determines the direction in which you will go. I went 
in the wrong direction because of the influence of 
my school.” 


During the question and answer period, Dr. Dodd 
made these observations: “Socialism in order to 
exist must inevitably become Communism.” “Many 
who attack the Communist party push avidly the 
Communist program.” “The Communists are per- 
verting the integration issue to destroy America.“ 


Citing references from William Z. Foster in “The 
Twilight of World Capitalism”, Dr. Dodd declared, 
“The Communists always come to you with a social 
program that seems superior and socially desirable.” 
Quoting from this book, she indicated that Commu- 
nism is making its appeal to women, young people, 
the Negro, the insecure, and the unhappy. 


Freedom's Rocky Road 


Dr. Russell Kirk was the second speaker. He used 
as his subject “Freedom’s Rocky Road”. Dr. Kirk is 
editor of the quarterly review, “Modern Age”, author 
of “The Conservative Mind”, “Beyond the Dreams 
of Avarice”’, ‘““The American Cause”, and other books. 
He is research professor of political science at Post 
College of Long Island University and member of 
the faculty of politics at the New School for Social 
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Research. From this penetrating address, I submit 
the following quotations: 


“Freedom is normal for man: that is, ordered 
freedom is natural for beings that are truly human. 
Yet human freedom, like much else in human nor- 
mality, is denied at least as often as it is recognized. 
‘Normal’ does not mean ‘average’ or ‘generally ac- 
cepted’. So it is that the periods of genuine free- 
dom in society, throughout the course of history, 
have been shorter than the periods of servitude. 
Under God, men are free to choose the life they 
will lead; and it is sufficient evidence of man’s fallen 
nature that much of the time, for ages past, man 
has chosen slavery or anarchy rather than ordered 
liberty.” 


“Living as we do in a nation still substantially 
free, and at perhaps the end of what has been called 
‘the liberal era’, many modern men take for granted 
a degree of freedom which, in truth, has been be- 
stowed upon us only by the painful labors of our 
ancestors, over many generations; and which may be 
destroyed by our neglect or folly in the space of a 
few years. Freedom already has vanished from much 
of the modern world; and in many regions, it never 
really took root. Unless we understand the origins 
and the ends of our liberty, we Americans — indeed, 
all members of our Christian civilization — may 
know to our cost what it is to lose freedom in a fit 
of absence of mind.” 


“As I read history, it appears that a high degree 
of ordered, civilized freedom is closely linked to re- 
ligious belief, and to the institution of private prop- 
erty. Most liberals of the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries were willing enough to agree that there 
was some connection between liberty and property; 
yet a great many of those liberals ignored, or positive- 
ly denied, the yet more important bond between re- 
ligious faith and ordered freedom. “We learn from 
history that we learn nothing from history,’ Hegel 
wrote, in irony. If the great troubles of our times 
teach mankind anything, surely we ought now to 
recognize that true freedom cannot subsist in a so- 
ciety which has denied the Author of its being.” 


“Among the Romans, freedom endured so long 
as the high old Roman virtue flourished: so long as 
the Roman piety animated men, and so long as the 
Roman plebian, farmer and citizen-soldier, sustained 
the state. When the decay of small properties, the 
introduction of hordes of slaves, and the weakening 
of religious belief had done their work, all the elo 
quence of Cicero could not make a Republic of 
proletarian matter. Yet out of the ruins of Rome 
grew up the highest order of liberty man has known: 
Christian freedom. The depressed masses of the 
servile proletariat were given hope by the word of 
Christ; the rough barbarians were taught voluntary 
restraint of passion by that word. The wonderful 
and awful gift of God’s freedom for man became 
known in the world, and humanity learned the les- 


» 


son of “The Suffering Servant’. 


“Medieval liberties — and we ought not to de- 
preciate them, for they are the ancestors of our own 
rights — were almost wholly the product of Chris- 
tian belief. The sturdy independence of the guilds, 
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the cherished rights of the towns, the high code of 
chivalry — all these were inspired by faith in a law 
ordained by God for the governance of man, a rule 
which holds individual life and personality infinitely 
precious. And joined to this faith was a healthy in- 
sistence that what a man held by custom was his own 
to hold, in spite of tyrants and rogues.” 


“During the past two centuries, terrible blows have 
been struck at real liberty by persons who have con- 
sidered themselves ‘liberals’: first, those to whom 
freedom is wholly secular and utilitarian, bestowed 
by man upon himself; second, by those to whom 
freedom is a political abstraction, unrelated to private 
property and ancient usage. The first group of ‘lib- 
erals’ — with Bentham — destroy the Christian idea 
of the person; the second group — with the ‘demo- 
cratic socialists’ — destroy men’s opportunity to be 
their own masters.” 


“Liberty may be lost at the moment of its seem- 
ing perfection. Not long ago I stood on the Rock of 
Athena at Girgenti, in Sicily, looking toward the 
row of splendid temples, there across the valley, 
which the Carthaginians burnt. Once the spirit and 
the substance of ordered freedom in old Greek Akra- 
gas had trickled away, all pomp and circumstance 
were of no avail against the barbarian. The liberties 
of Akragas perished in one night. ‘And that house 
fell; and great was the fall of that house.’” 


The Qualities of Life That Make for Greatness 


Dr. Kyle M. Yates, professor of Bible at Baylor 
University, spoke on “The Qualities of Life That 
Make for Greatness”. This was a different type of 
message and consisted largely in an exposition of 
Philippians 1:9-11. Among the qualities of life that 
make for greatness, Dr. Yates listed five. He enume- 
rated them as follows: 


1) Love is the key to life’s excellency, 2) The 
great thirst for knowledge, 3) A keen discernment 
capable of discerning the issues involved in the mak- 
ing of choices, 4) The courage to make choices that 
are good, 5) Integrity of character. 


Freedom and the Constitution of the United States 


Dr. Felix Morley, former editor of “The Washing- 
ton Post” and former president of Haverford College, 
spoke at the dinner on “Freedom and the Constitu- 
tion of the United States”. Dr. Morley defined free- 
dom as the “absence of external restraint”. He said 
that freedom develops self-applied restraint from 
within. This, he said, is the opposite of socialism 
that depends upon the application of restraint by 
the State. 


The main thrust of Dr. Morley’s address dealt 
with the erroneous assumption that the central gov- 
ernment is more moral than the local government. 
In the course of his remarks, he criticized recent acts 
of the Supreme Court in both its interpretation and 
application of the Constitution. 


In his diagnosis of the problems in America, he 
said that we must realize that our main problem is 
a moral problem, which is in reality the problem of 
values. 





Spiritual Principles Behind Civilized Unity 


Professor John U. Nef, well-known economic phil- 
osopher who is serving as professor of Economic His- 
tory at the University of Chicago, delivered a brilliant 
address on “Spiritual Principles Behind Civilized 
Unity”. The following excerpts from Dr. Nef’s ad- 
dress are offered for the benefit of our readers: 


“Since the nineteenth century, the foundations of 
civilization in faith and in Christian moral standards 
have been taken out from under the changing struc- 
ture of industrialism. Nothing adequate for the inner 
stability, the peace of mind, that human beings 
hunger after, has been put in their place. The peo- 
ples of Europe and of North America have been left 
without firm common convictions concerning the 
origin, the nature and the destiny of man. 


“The collapse of moral standards has happened 
at a time when the principal powers of Europe and 
North America, above all the United States, have 
found that their own interests, even their survival 
in the face of the overwhelmingly powerful weapons 
men have invented, are inextricably intertwined with 
those of the rest of the world. The continents beyond 
Europe and America include by far the majority of 
the human race in terms of numbers. There are six 
hundred million Chinese to take only the largest 
block — which we are told is likely to reach a thou- 
sand million long before the year 2000, which is 
to say a generation hence. 


“And what is dismaying about this majority is 
that they are far from recognizing the superiority of 
Western Civilization. 


“In spite of the great material successes since the 
eighteenth century, the Western peoples, with their 
Christian origins, ideas and opinions, have not evolved 
as many of the great writers of the eighteenth cen- 
tury as expected. Edward Gibbons supposed that as the 
people who lived on other parts of the globe than 
Western Europe and North America acquired scien- 
tific and technical knowledge no less advanced than 
that of the Western peoples, they would cease to be 
barbarous. So in Gibbon’s words, they would cease 
to want to conquer. For him civilization was an 
achievement of the West, and indeed the word ‘civili- 
zation’ was apparently coined in Gibbon’s youth, 
both in French and English, as a term for conditions 
which were Western, which were fresh and unique 
in recorded history. The story that the peoples of 
Western Europe and the American colonies were 
writing was assumed to be a new drama never acted 
before by the sons of Adam and the daughters of 
Eve. So Gibbon and many others of Gibbon’s time 
imagined that the whole world would adopt the 
spirit which they were confident prevailed in the 
Western community — a novel spirit of limited war- 
fare and constructive decency. Gibbon imagined, 
wrongly, as the Napoleonic Wars were to suggest 
and the World Wars of the twentieth century were 
to prove, that there was among the countries of the 
Western community none that would set out to con- 
quer the others. 


“The hopes which Gibbon and others of the 
eighteenth century held. and which were renewed 


sometimes in even more optimistic forms during the 
nineteenth century, have not been realized. Instead 
of recognizing the superiority of Western civilization, 
the peoples in the other parts of the world sce in it, 
for the most part, only what it can offer them in 
scientific and technical knowledge and in money. 
Western Europe and North America find themselves 
in what is mainly a hostile world. The inhabitants 
of that world have been brought up mainly in 
faiths and traditions very different from those which 
nourished civilization, and the industrialism for which 
civilization provided the framework. Many of them 
see in us (and, alas, not altogether without justifica- 
tion for in giving an example we have fallen short 
of perfection, we are not without blame) a group 
of quarreling, divided nations which have gone to 
general war among themselves twice in a generation. 
They do not greatly value the Christian heritage 
that made possible the triumph of industrialism in 
the West. They do not recognize, nor do most Euro- 
peans and Americans for that matter, the relation 
of this Christian heritage to the triumph of indus- 
trialism. Also, though they refuse to admit it, and 
are in a hurry to forget it if they ever recognized it, 
they overlook the basic part that Western culture has 
played in bringing industrialism to Russia, Japan 
and China — and now to what the Western econo- 
mists are calling the ‘backward areas’ of the Near 
East, of India and of Africa.” 

“The task of the historian and the philosopher 
alike can no longer be limited to the intellect. It 
must extend to the heart. Men and women need to 
change the objectives of their individual lives. The 
problem is to give those persons who exemplify hu- 
man nature at its best places of great influence, with- 
out ignoring the flaws that are in even the finest 
persons and are a part of human nature itself. ‘These 
persons must be encouraged to be better than they 
are in every realm of their conduct and their aspira- 
tions. This means they must strive to be more just, 
and above all more compassionate and loving, than 
they have ever been before. It is therefore our mis- 
sion through art and history and philosophy and most 
of all through the lives we lead, to offer examples 
of the human person as an individual, more human, 
more charitable, more virtuous than any that were 
ever offered before.”’ 


“It is not making people identical in their ways 
of living, in their social or even in their economic 
condition, that could lead towards the essential agree- 
ment that is so needed, concerning the meaning of 
human life. In many ways the lives led all over the 
world today are too identical; they are becoming 
too mechanical. It is diversity, very great richness of 
experience, that alone can nourish a search for the 
ends of civilized existence, and help them to acquire 
a reality in terms of the life led in such different 
ways by individuals all over this planet.” 

“Is it any wonder that the attempts to solve prob- 
lems that are fundamentally human by scientific 
methods during the past hundred years have resulted 
in artificial lifeless simplifications? The great crisis 
of our times is a crisis of human nature; the only 
hope lies in helping the most perfect sides of human 
nature to prevail in every side of life. And this is 
just the time when the methods of attack on our 
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problems rigorously leave human nature out of ac- 
count and so inevitably tend to dry it up by denying 
any value to the human spontaneity and inspiration, 
which is divine in origin, and without whose ap- 
pearance, once and for all in divine form almost two 
thousand years ago, industrial civilization would 
hardly have come into being during the last four 
centuries. This is not a haphazard, casual statement 
on my part. All my historical work, and particularly 
the book I published a year ago, ‘Cultural Founda- 
tions of Industrial Civilization’, seems to me to sup- 
port it.” 


Dr. Nef indicated clearly that the problems of 
any and every age must be solved on the basis of 
truth, but where is the truth? In answer to this he 
quoted Simone Weil, the young genius who died at 
the age of thirty-three, “Christ alone had the right 
to say: ‘I am the Truth’. No one else on earth has 
the right to say that, neither men nor societies, but 
even less have societies than men the right to say it.” 


His concluding remark was to the effect that to 
bring Christ the Truth into the experience of indi- 
viduals is the end of life and the basis of a higher 
civilization. 


The Materialism of Christianity 


The first address Thursday morning was given by 
this writer on the subject of “The Materialism of 
Christianity”. This message will be published later 
in the Southern Presbyterian Journal, so excerpts 
from it are omitted in this report. 


Christian Private Schools 


Dr. T. Robert Ingram, rector of St. Thomas Epis- 
copal Church of Houston, Texas, addressed the direc- 
tors of the Freedom Foundation on the importance 
of the Christian school as illustrated by the South- 
west Episcopal School operated under the control 
of St. Thomas Episcopal Church. 


Dr. Ingram said that the plan adopted by this 
church is based on the universal Christian doctrine 
that there are two powers given in the hands of men 
that are separate and distinct — namely, the power 
given to the State, or civil government, and the 
power given to the Church. The work of the Church, 
said Dr. Ingram, is to conform the minds of its peo- 
ple to the mind of Christ and the wills of its peo- 
ple to the will of Christ, and this is done by the 
power of persuasion. Faith, he averred, is never the 
work of force — it is the work of persuasion. He 
cited Bernard of Clairvaux on this point, who af- 
firmed that “faith is the fruit of what men believe 
and men believe only what they are persuaded is 
true.” 


“Schooling we see as work of faith, not of force... 
We must train our children by the power of faith. 
We think that education is a religious function that 
belongs in the hands of religious institutions. We 
reject any authority of the State over the curriculum 
and our teacher qualifications, our aims and our 
methods, as long as we do not do evil,” declared 
the speaker. 
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The Promise of America 


Mr. Dan Smoot, former FBI agent, for 914 years, 
Communist investigator and nationally known radio 
commentator, delivered an incisive address on “The 
Promise of America”. The speaker began by saying 
that our age is characterized by “amalagamated to- 
getherness, when a homogenized humanity seems to 
be the general objective”. He lamented the fact that 
many Americans are thinking in terms of that flat- 
ness where all can stand together in a herd, living 
the flat and easy life without a hill to climb — as 
the promise of America. 


Mr. Smoot observed that there runs through every 
major argument for foreign aid the theme of guilt. 
He said it is assumed that it is shameful for Ameri- 
cans to be prosperous while others are poor, and the 
implication is never that we built our prosperity 
through effort, but rather that we are a predatory 
people who latched on to most of the world’s riches 
and that if we do not hurry to give some away to 
others the world will discover that we are inflamed 
with a dangerous hatred. 


The promise of America, according to Mr. Smoot, 
is not the promise of prosperity, but simply a promise 
of liberty. He insisted that prosperity is a by-product 
of freedom of enterprise. 


Mr. Smoot warned that the major threat to our 
civilization is the substitute of government for God— 
the worship of all-powerful government as the man- 
made god that can solve all of our problems. Chris- 
tians, said the speaker, should remember that the 
most fertile field for the infiltration of Marxism is 
the field of religion, because religious people are the 
most gullible and will accept almost anything if it 
is couched in religious terminology. Lenin, he said, 
told the Bolsheviks that they should not try to destroy 
the churches from without, but rather seize them 
from within. He advised the Bolsheviks to infiltrate 
the churches so that their destruction could be per- 
formed gradually from within by re-interpreting the 
Scriptures in such a way as to remove the deity of 
Christ and convert Him into a socialist. 


Relevant to our contemporary situation, Mr. Smoot 
declared, “Many of our modern preachers were edu- 
cated in places like Union Theological Seminary un- 
der the influence of such pro-communist socialists as 
Reinhold Niebuhr. One odd thing about the ad- 
vanced theological education which has taught Amer- 
ica’s modern clergymen to despise America’s profit- 
motive economic system: it has failed to tell them 
what they are going to do for church buildings, and 
church printing presses, and church equipment, and 
church salaries after they have eliminated the Ameri- 
can system of capitalism. 


“America’s profit-motive capitalistic system has pro- 
duced more freedom of religion, more and better 
physical church properties, and more prosperity 
among preachers than all of the planned societies, 
or collectivist organizations, or socialist systems in the 
history of the world. Every church property and 
every preacher’s salary in the United States is pro- 
duced by individual people working for a profit.” 


“Having been educated in the intellectual atmos- 
phere of the twentieth century — an atmosphere 


laden with the virus of socialism — many of our 
Christian leaders seem to think that the Gospel of 
Jesus is merely a moral message to help man solve 
the material problem of human relations. Hence, 
they easily identify the teachings of Jesus with the 
socialistic ideal of enforced materialistic equality for 
the human race. They show more zeal for ‘brother- 
hood’ and ‘togetherness’ than for the saving grace 
of our Lord Jesus.” 


The Place of the Supreme Court 
in Constitutional Government 


Samuel B. Pettingill delivered a well-thought-out 
address on the “Place of the Supreme Court in Con- 
stitutional Government”. Mr. Pettingill was a mem- 
ber of Congress from 1931 to 1939. For ten years 
after leaving Congress, he wrote a twice-a-week col- 
umn running in 100 newspapers. For some years he 
spoke regularly over the American Broadcasting Sys- 
tem. He is known as a profound student of the 
American Constitution and has written extensively 
on this subject. 


Mr. Pettingill asserted that the Supreme Court 
seems unaware that it is Communist strategy to 
claim every right of free speech in order to set up the 
police state that will then deny free speech to every 
American. They have no hesitation to cloak the 
Constitution around them while they destroy it. He 
said it is one thing for a loval American to use free 
speech to attain change and reform by constitutional 
means, and it is a different thing when free speech 
is claimed by conspirators whose only loyalty is to a 
foreign power dedicated to the destruction of free- 
dom. 


Mr. Pettingill reminded the audience that since 
the Korean War we have spent two hundred billion 
dollars for military defense of our country, and then 
asked, “But what has been done to the inner ram- 
parts?” 


His answer was, “In the past fifteen years, 73 cases 
involving Communist tactics have come before the 
Supreme Court. In these fifteen years, only two 
judges of the Supreme Court have voted more times 
against the position favored by the Communists and 
their fellow travelers than they have voted for it. 


“In the short time since Earl Warren became Chief 
Justice, the Court has decided 30 out of 39 cases in 
favor of the side approved by the Communists and 
their fellow travelers. And in these 39 cases, Warren 
voted 36 times in their favor. As a result, the Court 
has aroused a storm of protest, not only from laymen, 
but also from lawyers and judges that is without 
precedent in American history. The chief justices 
of the State Supreme Courts voted their disapproval 
by 36 to 8. The Council of State Attorneys General 
has been almost unanimous in its disapproval. 


“Only recently, the American Bar Association 
adopted a resolution of censure by an overwhelming 
vote. The House of Representatives of the national 
Congress voted 295 to 46 to, in effect, overrule the 





Court as to one of its worst decisions. And the Senate 
failed to pass a bill to limit the Court’s appellate 
jurisdiction by only one vote, 41 to 42 against. 

“When it is known how reluctant lawyers, public 
officials and especially other judges are to publicly 
censure our highest court, this record of disapproval 
is of historic significance. The substance of thei: 
disapproval is that instead of declaring what the law 
is, the Supreme Court judges have assumed the role 
of policy makers as to what they think the law and the 
Constitution ought to be and, in short, they have 
usurped legislative power.” 


Epilogue 

As a result of this significant program, this reporter 
came away with several overarching convictions that 
are of tremendous importance at this time. 

First, the greatest danger to our nation is from 
within. 

We must not minimize the outward threat. Com- 
munist leaders boldly declare that war to the hilt 
between Communism and capitalization is inevitable. 
But the impression we gained from this gathering is 
that the Communist strategy is designed to take over 
America from within. 

Second, the time has come when we are forced to 
take sides. 

The lines are being drawn so tightly that it is 
impossible for one to hide behind the facade of 
neutrality. The choice is between Jesus Christ and 
Karl Marx. Christ is insisting, “He that is not with 
Me is against Me.” 

Third, the world desperately needs the love of 
Christ. 

Man was made for love. The Communists negate 
love. Christians are challenged as never before to 
exhibit the love of Christ in their lives and to obey 
His commandment, “A new commandment give | 
unto you that ye love one another as I have loved 
you. 
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LESS 


LESSON FOR JULY 12, 1959 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


DECISIONS DETERMINE DESTINY 


Background Scripture: Deuteronomy 29-34 


Devotional Reading: Isaiah 26:1-8 

Before I take up this study of the last words and 
acts of Moses before he died, let me say just a word 
or two more about the authorship of the Pentateuch 
and especially of Deuteronomy. As all of us know, 
the German and American critics have attacked the 
Mosaic authorship of these books and have some 
very fanciful and foolish theories which they try to 
“cram down our throats”. To my simple mind, it is 
far easier to believe the traditional view, that Moses 
wrote these books than to accept the theories of so- 
called scholars, the higher critics. It would be strange 
indeed if a man like Moses, one of the greatest mere 
men the world ever saw, did not write something 
for the generations to come. I believe he wrote the 
Pentateuch. As to Deuteronomy, the New Testa- 
ment plainly states that it is the work of Moses. In 
Matthew 19:7 when they say to Jesus, why did Moses 
then command to give a writing of divorcement, or 
to put her away (see Deut. 24:1), Jesus replied, 
“Moses ne nc9 of the hardness of your hearts suf- 
fered you to put away your wives”. Jesus believed 
that * worl wrote Deuteronomy, and I am very sure 
that Jesus knew far more than any German or Ameri- 
can critic. In Acts 3:22 Peter says, For Moses truly 
said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your 
God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto 
me. (See Deut. 18: 15, 18, 19) I feel sure that Peter 
knew more about this than the higher critics. Steph- 
en, in his defense before he was stoned said (Acts 
7:37) This is that Moses, which said unto the chil- 
dren of Israel, A prophet, etc. I would rather trust 
Stephen than any one of these so-called scholars. 

I have stressed this because I understand that in 
some of our colleges Bible teachers are still harping 
on the theories of Higher Criticism and are mislead- 
ing our students. I need not say that I studied these 
theories in the Seminary and Dr. W. W. Moore 
pointed out to us how foolish they were. He ridi- 
culed them as far-fetched, and “laughed them out 
of court.” It is so much easier to believe Jesus and 
Peter and Stephen, in their plain statements con- 
cerning Moses and the book of Deuteronomy. 

\s to our topic today, “Decisions Determine Des- 
tiny”, it depends upon whether we stick to our De- 
cisions. If we do like the Israelites did, we will 
say one thing today and another thing a few years 
later. God made covenants with them, and they were 
ratified in most solemn ways, but it was not long 
until the Israelites broke them. 

Chis does not mean that we are not to make de- 
cisions. It is most important to come to a decision. 
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Elijah said to the people on Mt. Carmel, How long 
halt ye between two opinions? if Baal be God, then 
follow him; if Jehovah is God, then follow Him. 
They were not to “go limping between the two 
sides” 

When we drive a nail through two pieces of plank, 
if we want it to hold, we clinch it. The preacher 
who wishes to have his sermon remembered and 
acted upon, clinches it by calling for a decision. In 
the Billy Graham Crusade, the most important mo- 
ment is when he calls for “decisions” and it thrills 
us to watch hundreds step out and decide for Christ. 
On the day of Pentecost Peter called upon the multi- 
tude to repent and believe and be baptized. 

In our lesson today Moses is calling for decisions. 
He knows that the time of his departure is at hand. 
He has spoken to them at length, reviewing their 
past history and calling upon them to be obedient 
to the commandments of God. He wants them to 
decide this matter of life and death, of good or evil, 
and so he makes a covenant, and writes a song, and 
pronounces a blessing upon the different tribes and 
speaks words of encouragement to Joshua and to the 
people. 

It is a tremendous moment in Israel’s history. The 
man who had been their leader for forty years is 
handing over the reins to his successor who has al- 
ready been appointed. He calls upon all of them 
to make a decision that will mean destiny for them: 
either they will obey God and be blessed as a na- 
tion, or they will disobey and be cursed as a nation. 
We can easily see how Moses felt. He loved his peo- 
ple and had given his life to them. How earnestly 
he begs them to decide for the right! 

I. The Covenant: 29-30 

A covenant is an agreement between two or more 
persons. This covenant was to be an agreement be- 
tween the Lord and His people Israel. Moses re- 
minds them of all the great and marvellous things 
that God had done for them since they were re- 
deemed from the slavery of Egypt. “And I have led 
you forty years in the wilderness: your clothes have 
not waxen old upon you, and thy shoe is not waxen 
old upon thy foot. Ye have not eaten bread, neither 
have you drunk wine or strong drink: that ye may 
know that I am the Lord your God”. God had al- 
ready fought for them and given them the land of 
Sihon and of Og, where two and a half tribes al- 
ready had their inheritance. They were therefore 
to keep and do the words of this covenant. 

All of them, wives, children, and strangers, were 





to enter into it and into the oath by which it was 


to be sealed. If they broke the covenant the con- 
sequences would be terrible. Even all nations would 
say, wherefore hath the Lord done thus unto this 
land? (It would be burnt like Sodom and Gomor- 
rah). Then men would say, because they have for- 
saken the covenant of the Lord God of their fath- 
ers. Even then, however, there is mercy for the 
penitent and God can rejoice over them again. 

This covenant was not too hard for them: but 
the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth and 
in thy heart, that thou mayest do it. It was a simple 
test of obedience. See, I have set before thee this 
day life and good, death and evil. To keep the cov- 
enant; to obey God’s commandments meant life and 
good; to disobey, meant death and evil. “I call 
heaven and earth to record this day against you, 
that I have set before you life and death, blessing 
and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou 
and thy seed may live”. If they would love the Lord, 
obey His voice, cleave to Him; for He is thy life, 
and the length of thy days. 

Thus Moses pled with his people whom he loved 
and for whom he had given up the crown of Egypt. 
We can easily imagine the tone of his voice and 
see the tears in his eyes. 

II. Moses Encourages Them: Chapter 31 

Moses was one hundred and twenty years old but 
his eye was not dim nor his natural force abated. 
On account of his sin God would not allow him to 
go into the land, but he tells them that God will 
go before them and destroy the nations. “Be strong 
and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of 
them; for the Lord thy God, he it is that doth go 
with thee; he will not fail thee nor forsake thee”. 
He calls for Joshua and encourages him with these 
words. Here was their hope; not their might or 
power, but in God. He also tells them that at the 
end of every seven years “thou shalt read this law 


before all Israel in their hearing, in the year of re- 
lease, in the feast of tabernacles.” He tells them of 
their future apostasy and commands Moses to write 
a song that shall be a witness against them. The 
book of the law was to be put in the ark of the 
covenant. 


III. Moses’ Song: Chapter 32 


This song describes God as a Rock, His work is 
perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of 
truth and without iniquity, just and right is He. 
But most of the song dwells upon the future sins 
of Israel and the judgments which will come upon 
them. To be warned so solemnly beforehand ought 
to have deterred Israel from the many sins of which 
she was later guilty. A song is something we usually 
remember. “Let me write the hymns of a nation, 
and I do not care who writes their theology” said 
someone, but Israel did not remember this song, 
or at least, heed its warning. 

God now calls up Moses to Mt. 
view the land before he dies. 

IV. His Blessing Upon the Different Tribes: 

ter 33 

He has a few words of blessing for each one of the 
tribes of Israel and reminds them that “The eternal 
God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlast- 
ing arms . . . Happy art thou, O Israel: who is like 
unto thee, O people saved by the Lord, the shield 
of thy help”. 

V. Moses’ Death: Chapter 34 

This chapter added no doubt by Joshua, tells of 
the death of this great man and his burial “in a 
valley in the land of Moab, no man knowing of 
his sepulchre”. “And there arose not a prophet since 
in Israel like unto Moses, whom the Lord knew face 
to face”. 

We, too, must make decisions. May we always 
choose the good! 


Nebo, there to 


Chap- 


YOUNG PEOPLES 








YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JULY 12, 1959 


Department 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


A DO-IT YOURSELF CHURCH 


Scripture: Ephesians 4:1-16 
Suggested Hymns: 

“O Jesus, I Have Promised” 

“Seal Us, O Holy Spirit” 

“Stand up, Stand up for Jesus” 

Program Leader: 

From time to time some people indicate that they 
consider it a waste of time and effort to have so 
many specially trained workers in our churches. 
They seem to think that we are actually wasting 
money and missing opportunities by requiring so 
much training of our ministers, missionaries, church 
musicians, etc. Perhaps most of us have never given 
much thought to this matter. Is it possible that our 


church is making a huge mistake in having trained 
workers and high educational requirements for them? 

The do-it-yourself idea is very popular in these 
days. People are doing many things for themselves 
which used to be done almost altogether by specially 
trained workers. Maybe we ought to try a do-it-your- 
self church. If we could do this, it would eliminate 
the need for all these highly trained workers in the 
church. One of the appealing aspects of the doit- 
yourself craze is that it is supposed to save money. 
Would it save time and money to have a do-it-your- 
self church? How would it work? 

It might not be too difficult to eliminate the need 
of trained ministers. First we would have to revise 
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the constitution of our church, which requires min- 
isters to have a college and seminary education. Then 
all we would have to do would be to persuade some 
of the men in our churches to study theology, church 
history, Hebrew, Greek, Bible, church administration, 
counseling, homiletics, and a few other things in their 
spare time. Then if they would prepare and deliver 
the sermons, conduct prayer meetings, administer 
the sacraments, conduct funerals, perform weddings, 
visit all the church members and prospects, give 
special attention to the sick and sorrowing, and coun- 
sel those with special problems, the whole problem 
of the ministry would be taken care of, and we could 
do away with the seminaries. 

The churches which have directors of Christian 
education could surely make some other provision to 
have their work done than through long years of 
college and specialized training. Surely some of the 
women of the church would be willing to devote 
several years of spare time to studying the Bible and 
the methods and techniques of Christian education. 
When they had done that they could instruct the 
other teachers and leaders of the church, attend all 
the planning meetings, direct the work of the young 
people, and take general oversight of all the educa- 
tional work of the church. This arrangement would 
eliminate the need of the Assembly’s Training School 
and the religious education departments in our col- 
leges. 

If we could manage these other things, we could 
also do without trained church musicians. Some of 
the church people who were especially gifted could 
teach themselves to play the organ or piano and to 
direct singing. They could probably compose and 
arrange some simple tunes that the people could sing. 
This would be necessary in order to dispense with 
the training, time, and expense that goes into the 
production of hymn books. 


A great many hours and large sums of money go 
into the publication of the literature used in our 
church. Of course, the people who write it are special- 
ly trained. In order to rule out this so called waste 
we could choose out those people in the church who 
are interested in writing and ask them to prepare 
themselves in their spare time to write church litera- 
ture. 

The provision of missionaries would be a con- 
siderable problem. In their private studies they would 
have to qualify for preaching, teaching, medical work 
according to their special interests. Then they would 
have to learn the appropriate language: Japanese, 
Korean, Chinese, Spanish, Portguese, Congolese, or 
Arabic. It would be difficult to find many people 
who could do these things on their own, but if they 
would do it, think how much expense it would save. 


The people who spend the greatest amount of 
time in study are the professors and teachers in our 
seminaries, colleges, and schools. If we could only 
put this do-it-yourself idea across in the churches, 
we could abolish all these educational institutions 
and save all the time, effort, and money that goes 
into the preparation of Christian teachers. What 
do you think of this do-it-yourself idea with regard 
to the church? 

Speaker: 

I am sure that most of us are convinced that the 
system we now have is far superior to this do-it-your- 
self arrangement. We suspect that if the church de- 
pended on a do-it-yourself system not much would 
be done. We believe it is far better to have colleges, 
seminaries, and specialized schools to train people 
for the work of the church. We believe it pays in the 
long run to take the time and spend the money 
that is needed for specialized education. It is surely 
the most efficient method of providing for the work 
of the church. 

Even though we are satisfied that we have the 
best way, it is not good enough. It is not good enough 
because it is not supplying the need. The people 
who are being trained are well qualiifed, but they are 
far too few. Right now there is need for more than 
a thousand trained church workers: ministers, D.C. 
E.’s, musicians, secretaries, missionaries, and teachers. 
To make the picture even more discouraging, the de- 
mand is increasing faster than the supply. Our 
church is a rapidly growing church, and its growth 
increases the need for trained workers. 

Many young people are offering their lives to the 
Lord for service in His church. We must be thankful 
for them and pray that their number may increase. 
We must also recognize that many of them are mak- 
ing heavy sacrifices in order to prepare themselves 
properly. A farm family estimates that it will cost 
ten thousand dollars to prepare their son for the 
ministry after high school. This is a high price, and 
it is more than many families can pay. Many young 
people are discouraged by the high cost of prepara- 
tion for Christian service in the church. This is 
where our financial objective for this quarter comes 
in. Our gifts will provide scholarships . . . financial 
aid . . . for some worthy young people who are 
preparing themselves to serve their Saviour in His 
church. We can be sure that our scholarships will 
be an encouragement to them and to other young 
people who feel called to this service but who could 
not see their way clear to provide the required edu- 
cation. 

Close the meeting with a prayer of dedication for 
your gifts and for the Lord’s blessings on the young 
lives which are being specially prepared for His 





*® Belhaven is the college for YOU... 


WRITE FOR NEW CATALOG 








BECAUSE it is small, student and faculty 


relationships are close and friendly. 


BECAUSE it is a Christian school, it offers the 
best atmosphere for intellectual growth. 


service.) 
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A Four- Year Coeducational College 
Owned by the Synod of Mississippi 
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LETTERS 


THE EDITOR 











BOARD OF WOMEN’S WORK 


Presbyterian Church in the 
United States 
341-A Ponce de Leon Avenue, 
N. E., Atlanta, Ga. 


June 9, 1959 


Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D., Editor 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, North Carolina 


Dear Mr. Dendy: 


Last January when the invitation 
from the Board of Women’s Work 
was extended to Dr. Theodore A. 
Gill to be the speaker for the Plat- 
form Hour at the 1959 Montreat 
Women’s Conference, Dr. Gill was 
presented to the Board in a most 
favorable light. 


Because the Montreat Platform 
Committee has not endorsed Dr. Gill 
to be a Montreat speaker and has 
requested the Board of Women’s 
Work to reconsider its invitation to 
him, Dr. Gill will not speak at the 
1959 Women’s Conference at Mon- 
treat. 

Sincerely, 
(Signed) Mrs. W. H. Hopper 
Acting Executive 
Secretary 
RH:bp 





Humanism Rampant 
Sir: 


Within the last week I have shown 
the article (“Do Humanists Exploit 
Our Tensions?” Christianity Today, 
April 28th, 1958) to several of the 
thinking men of our community, all 
of whom express the same alarm. I 
am now asking if you will give me a 
brief statement as to your own con- 
victions about the purpose of the 
World Health Organization relative 
to the Christian religion. It appears 
to my mind that if the movement 
becomes infiltrated according to the 
evident purpose of the propagandists, 
the survival of Christianity is in 
jeopardy. The humanist philosophy 
seems determined to put the Chris- 
tian Church out of business. 

William Crowe 
Talladega, Alabama 





Editor’s Reply: 


After receiving your letter I read 
the article in question again and, 
like you, it alarms me more now than 
it did a year ago. 


Let us face the matter frankly: 
any movement, any philosophy, any 
concept which rules out the sinful- 
ness of man and denies his need of 


the redeeming work of Christ is of 
Satan. The humanism of which the 
World Health Organization is a part 
is contrary to the very basic teach- 
ings of Christianity. Having predict- 
ed their work on a false philosophy 
they then proceed to a false solution. 


That there is a need for psychiatry 
we all know. That there is need for 
counselling, guidance and child train- 
ing we all know. But this must be 
done within the framework of re- 
vealed truth or it becomes an ulti- 
mate menace, not a help. 


Some of the most outstanding 
leaders of the World Health Organi- 
zation, The National Committee on 
Mental Hygiene in Canada, The 
World Federation for Mental Health 
and the National Institute of Mental 
Health openly ridicule the Church 
and her influence and attribute many 
of the world’s ills to the doctrine of 
sin and guilt which is a part of the 
Christian message. 


That some good men have become 
enmeshed in this humanistic phil- 
osophy is tragic. That millions of 
our tax dollars are going into the 
support of this movement is a direct 
violation of the First Amendment 
of the Constitution having to do 
with the making of laws affecting 
religion — for this movement is 
against the Christian religion. 


Basic to all of this is the muted 
voice of the Church on this very 
question. Sin is not preached as an 
inherent part of man’s nature from 
which he can be cleansed only by 
the atoning blood of Christ. Con- 
cerned with the needs of the masses 
we forget that only individuals be- 
come Christians and we fail to lead 
men to a conviction of sin and trust 
in Christ alone for salvation. 


The enormity of the thing which 
we face can best be described in the 
words of one of its own leaders, Dr. 
G. B. Chisholm, president of the 
World Federation of Mental Health 
and vice president of the World As- 
sociation for World Federalists. In 
his William Alanson White Memorial 
Lectures in Washington, D. C. in 
1946 he said in part: 


“For many generations we 
have bowed our necks to the 
yoke of the conviction of sin. 
We have swallowed all manner 
of poisonous certainties fed us 
by our parents, our Sunday and 
day school teachers, our priests, 
and others with vested interest 
in controlling us... 


“The reinterpretation and 
eventual eradication of the con- 
cept of right and wrong which 
has been the basis of child train- 
ing, the substitution of intelli- 
gent and rational thinking for 
faith in the certainties of the 
old people, these are the belated 
objectives of practically all ef- 
fective psychotherapy. 


“Would they not be legitimate 
objectives of original educa- 
tion ?... With the other hu- 





man sciences, psychiatry must 
now decide what is to be the im- 
mediate future of the human 
race. No one else can.” 


That is the ultimate philosophy 
of humanism, of which the entire 
movement headed by the World 
Health Organization is a part. 


While the Church neglects the 
great doctrines of historic Chris- 
tianity and fritters away her time 
on the peripheral things of organiza- 
tion, catering to men at the secular 
level, the agents of Satan are having 
a field day. 

—L. N. B. 


Both Cheeks 
Sir: 


I often wonder why your As- 
sociate Editor has not been offered 
a high place in government diplo- 
matic circles. He surely is the best 
fitted for the Far East. But what a 
loss it would be to our church. 

C. T. Caldwell 
Waco, Texas 





Sir: 


A plague on your house. Your 
continued harping on some subjects 
makes every copy of the Journal a 
fit object for the waste basket. 

Lowell Smith 
Beane (7), Ky. 





Sir: 


The helps for Circle Bible Studies 
of the W. O. C. are splendid. There 
was a time when the Journal could 
not be spoken of without scornful 
looks, ete. But now it is brought 
up at Board and Circle meetings 
with remarks of praise. 

Mrs. . 
Florida 





Methodists Too 


Thank you very much for yours 
of May 18th and the helpful informa- 
tion it conveys. In spite of your As- 
sembly not withdrawing from the 
N. C. C. you have rendered us all 
a genuine service with the rebuke 
that was given the N. C. C. It has 
given many others the additional 
courage needed to take a similar po- 
sition. 


The Methodist meeting down here, 
snowed the recommendation of the 
N. C. C. to recognize Red China un- 
der an avalanche of votes. I think 
they must have been hearing from 
some of their mission«ries. 

Alfred P. Haake, Ph.D. 
Largo, Florida 





Lake Junaluska, N. C., — Only a so- 
cial order that is “morally indif- 
ferent and calloused” could tolerate 
the evil in organized labor revealed 
by the Senate Rackets Committee, 
Methodists were told here today 
(June 13th, 1959) Asheville Citizen. 
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“OUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 





HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


QUALITY 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 


J. A. Ellison, Moar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 
A. M. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


R. P. Crumpler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’'s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 


J. A. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 


J. H. Lyles, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 


L. W. Gratz, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 


J. S. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 


C. E. Hinson, Mar.-Prop. 


COURTESY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 


L. A. Reeves, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 


E. J. Copeland, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Honea Path, S. C. 
T. R. Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 


W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 


J. T. Holmes, Mar.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 


J. E. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 


HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 

Corbin, Ky. 

W. C. Ashley, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 

T. L. Beckham, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Mt. Sterling, Ky. 
Willoughby Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 

Elmo Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
J. N. Long, Mar.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 


W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 


Joe Kelly, Mar.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 


J. A. McCaskill, Mgr.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 





Listen to Our Program Over WMIT-FM 
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Mews of CHURCHES, 





Change of address: Rev. Harold 
L. Thomas, to 862 NW 29th Ter- 
race, Apt. A., Miami 37, Florida. 
Mr. Thomas will be in charge of a 
new Southern Presbyterian Mission 
to the Spanish speaking people of 
the Miami area. 


Church Extension Report 
of May, 1959 


Budget $ 1,823,644.00 


Receipts to Date 320,151.20 
Percentage of 
Annual Budget 17.56 
Balance needed for 
Year 1,503,492.80 
G. B. Strickler 
Treasurer 





Budget for 1959 
Received to date 
Annual Budget 
Percentage of Annual Budget 
received for 1959 33.6197 
Balance need for 1959 3,007,137. 00 


$ 4,530,000.00 
1,522,863.00 





ALABAMA 


Birmingham —(PN)— Two anni- 
versaries were marked in June by 
the Third Presbyterian Church here. 
The Church, which has “God Is Love’”’ 
as its slogan, marked its 75th an- 
niversary of the founding of the 
church at a tea on June 7, which 
also commemorated the 20th an- 
niversary of the beginning of the 
ministry of their pastor, the Rev. 
James S. Cantrell. 


At the morning worship service 
that Sunday, Mr. Cantrell’s sermon 
was called “Running the Race’. In 
the evening he preached on “The 
Need for Full Consecration.” 


Third Presbyterian Church was or- 
ganized in a tent the same year that 
the first electric street railway was 
opened in the United States — 1884. 
The little mission church had 31 
members then, and was served by 
four pastors between 1884 and 1888. 


In 1889 the church had several 
visiting pastors, including a young 
student from Princeton University 
named James Alexander Bryan, who 
was later to become known in this 
city as “Brother Bryan”. He began 
his pastorate with the church that 
year, and soon became a familiar 
figure in Birmingham, driving his 
horse and buggy at all hours of the 
day and night to visit the needy, 
sick, and discouraged at police sta- 
tions, jails, infirmaries, and fire halls 
and railroad yards. 


Under Brother Bryan’s leadership 
the church acquired and erected its 
first building in 1891. The first 





aust, 


structure was destroyed by fire in 
1901, and again the congregation 
met in a tent until the existing 
building was constructed. Brother 
Bryan was pastor for 52 years until 
his death in 1941. 


Mr. Cantrell, who was brought in- 
to the church by Brother Bryan, be- 
came associate pastor in 1939, and 
became pastor after Brother Bryan’s 
death. 


The church this year plans to break 
ground to begin construction of an 
educational annex to be built at the 
rear of the present building. 





ALABAMA 


Montgomery —(PN)— Presby- 
terian Women from all parts of Ala- 
bama_ took part in the state-wide 
synodical training school at Hunting- 
don College here June 15-19. Theme 
for the school was “Worldwide Wit- 
ness.”’ 


Bible Hour speaker was Dr. George 
H. Vick, pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church of Charleston, W. Va. 

Members of the faculty included: 
Mrs. Morrell DeReign, Caruthersville, 
Mo., chairman of the Board of Wom- 
en’s Work; the Rev. Phillips Noble, 
pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Anniston; the Rev. Chilton 
Thornington, pastor of the Selma 
First Church; Mrs. Walter N. Tru- 
lock, Jr., of Sherill, Ark., past vice 
president of the Board of Women’s 
Work; and Dr. Merle Culpepper, pas- 
tor of the First Church, Montgomery. 


Speakers included: Dr. Marshall 
Dendy, executive secretary of the 
Board of Christian Education, Rich- 
mond; Dr. Albert Winn, Moderator 
of the Synod of Alabama; Dr. David 
A. Huffines, Jr., Birmingham, re- 
gional director of Christian education 
for the synod. 


Also: Mrs. John Talmage, mis- 
sionary to Korea; the Rev. Ernest 
Flaniken, pastor of the Central Park 
Church in Birmingham; the Rev. H. 
Davis Yuell, Tuscaloosa, Chairman 
of the women’s work for the synod; 
and Mrs. H. Q. Huie, of the Board, 
which has offices in Atlanta. 








Highest Quality @ Low Prices 


CHOIRandPULPITROBES 4 | 


Fine tailoring — choice of 
styles, materials and 
colors—children and adult 
choirs. Write for free 
catalog — Save at sane 


HARTLEY Vestments 


1811-P Church St., Nashville, Tenn. 
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St. John’s Presbytery 
Church Camp Called 
Off After Threats 


LEESBURG, Fla., June 8, (AP) 
—There will be no summer camps at 
Weekiwachee for some 100 Presby- 
terian boys because of threats of 
violence if Negroes were included, a 
church leader has announced. 


The Rev. Terrell K. Kirk, pastor 
of the Leesburg Presbyterian church 
and camp director, said the threats 


came from persons in Hernando 
County, where the camps are lo- 
cated. 


One camp was to operate for white 
children with the other open to 
“qualified boys 11 to 14 from any 
of our churches,” said Kirk. 


“No individuals were specifically 
threatened,” Kirk said, ’but mem- 
bers received word of the threats 
through residents of the Brooksville 
area” in Hernando County, on the 
Gulf of Mexico north of Tampa. 


The presbytery is St. Johns, one 
of five in Florida. It includes 
churches of the Sebring, Sanford, De- 
land, Daytona Beach and Orlando 
areas. 


One Orlando member is the Wash- 
ington Shores church, a Negro 
church. 


“We felt that it was only right 
and proper that young people from 
all of our churches should be al- 
lowed to attend the youth camp,” 
said Kirk. 

A decision to cancel the camps 
came June 2 at a meeting of the 
presbytery in Daytona Beach. 


A letter announcing the cancella- 
tions said the presbytery is taking 


steps “to provide for unhindered con- 
duct of our camp program next 
year.” 





GEORGIA 


Cherokee Presbytery 


The Rev. W. E. Hotchkiss, pastor 
of the Summerville Presbyterian 
Church moderated recent meetings 
of Cherokee Presbytery at the Evu- 


harlee and Midway Presbyterian 
Churches. 
Dr. L. R. Scott, beloved pastor of 


the First Presbyterian Church of 
Rome, Ga. for 15 years, was honored 
by Presbytery, upon his retirement 
from active ministry. Dr. J. Mc- 
Dowell Richards, President of Co- 










go ow. Oo ao 





0- 


te 
to 
ny 


m- 
its 


he 


les 
Je- 
do 


rToO 


rht 
om 
al- 
p,” 


ips 
the 


lla- 
ing 
on- 
ext 


‘ of 

of 
yred 
rent 


Mc- 












lumbia Seminary, recounted the mile- 
stones in the life and ministry of Dr. 
Scott, and nraised him as “Mr. Pres- 
byterian Minister” of the Synod of 
Georgia. Mr. Hugh Montgomery, 
Ruling Elder of the First Church, 
Rome, presented Dr. Scott a book 
of letters from friends and former 
parishioners and a purse, as a small 


token of the esteem of Cherokee 
Presbytery. 
The Rev. Gordon MacPherson, a 


member of Nashville Presbytery, was 
received into the membership of 
Cherokee Presbytery, and a com- 
mission appointed to install him as 
pastor of the Chickamauga Presby- 
terian Church, June 28th. 


Candidates Todd Allen, Lewis Bul- 
lard and Sam R. Nettles, Jr., were 
examined for the Gospel Ministry 
following their graduation from Co- 
lumbia Theological Seminary. Mr. 
Allen, will serve the Mars Hill and 
Midway Presbyterian Churches in 
Cobb County, Mr. Bullard will serve 
the Calhoun Presbyterian Church and 
Mr. Nettles will serve the Trinity 
and Woodstock Churches in Cher- 
okee County. 


Mr. Melvin Holleman, of Symrna, 
Ga., presented a petition from a 
group meeting in South Cobb, re- 
questing Cherokee Presbytery to or- 
ganize a church to be known as the 
Calvary Presbyterian Church, on 
Sunday, June 28. 85 people have 
signed the petition as charter mem- 
bers of this new church. 


The Stated Clerk reported that 
construction on the first unit of Pres- 
bytery’s Camp at Lake Allatoona 
had started and would be ready for 
use September 1. 

Robert C. Pooley, Jr. 
Stated Clerk 


Pastor Ousted in Racial Row 


COLUMBUS, Ga., June 7 (AP)— 
The minister of the First Presby- 
terian Church was dismissed from the 
pulpit today in an action that cli- 
maxed several years of dissension 
over the racial question. 


A judical commission of the South- 
west Georgia presbytery announced 
that the Rev. Robert B. McNeill was 
being relieved of his pastoral obliga- 
tions because “the interests of re- 
ligion imperatively demand it.” 


The decision of the eight-man 
commission was read by the Rev. 
Frank C. King of Valdosta, chairman 
of the group, to a stunned and sub- 
dued congregation at the regular 
morning service. 


The announcement came without 
advance notice although the commis- 
sion statement was dated June 2. 
McNeill said he was informed of the 
impending action last Wednesday. 


The 44-year-old, grey-haired pas- 
tor was the author of an article in 
Look magazine in 1957 in which he 
discussed ways of bringing racial 
harmony to the South through “a 





creative contact between leaders of 
both races.” 


McNeill said, however, that opposi- 
tion to him was not all based on dif- 
fering racial beliefs. He said a fac- 
tion of perhaps 50 people had been 
opposed to changes being suggested 
by the church. 





LOUISIANA 


Clinton —(PN)— Presbyterian 
Men of Louisiana held their annual 
conference at Silliman College here 
June 6-7, with “Worldwide Witness 
for Christ” as the theme. 


Keynote message by Dr. Wm. A. 
Benfield, Jr., on “Our Modern Pre- 
dicament”’, opened the meeting. Dr. 
Benfield is pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian Church in Shreveport. 


The conference was climaxed at 
the Sunday morning worship service. 
The sermon was brought by Dr. C. 
Darby Fulton, executive secretary of 
the Board of World Missions, Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 


Featured speaker for the Saturday 
evening session was the secretary of 
Men’s Work, Board of Christian Ed- 
ucation, E. A. Andrews, Jr., Rich- 
mond, Va. 


Another highlight of the confer- 
ence was a series of nine witness 
clinics conducted by Presbyterian 
laymen. A. Reed Gardner, of Baton 
Rouge, presided at the opening ses- 
sion of the conference. He is presi- 
dent of the Synod’s Men’s Council. 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Rocky Mount — Mr. Harry S. 
Thomas, Jr., a graduate of Union 
Seminary in Richmond, was ordained 
and installed as pastor of the Bethle- 
hem and Morton Churches of Rocky 
Mount, N. C., June 7, 1959. 


H. Eugene Thompson, a graduate 
of Union Seminary in Richmond, was 
ordained and installed as pastor of 
the Berea Church of Wilson, N. C. 
and the Westminster Church, Lu- 
cama, N. C., May 24, 1959. 


The Presbytery of Albemarle will 
hold its summer meeting at the West 





Haven Presbyterian Church, Rocky 
Mount, N. C. on July 21, 1959, 
10:00 A. M. 

Fairmont —(PN)— The Rev. 


James Dickenson, who has been pas- 
tor of the First Presbyterian Church 
here for four years, has resigned to 
become pastor of the Dillon, S. C., 
Presbyterian Church. 


He will assume his new duties in 
late summer. 


A native of Kentucky, he came 
here after graduation from Union 
Seminary, Richmond, Va. He did his 
undergraduate work in Kentucky, 
and had been in business for several 
years before he entered the ministry. 





PAGE 17 / THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / JUNE 24, 1959 


A Remarkable Response 


Charlotte, N. C. —The Myers Park 
Presbyterian Church recently under- 
took a ten-week campaign to raise 
$915,640 with which to enlarge and 
rehabilitate the sanctuary, erect a 
three-story education-fellowship 
building, remodel parts of the exist- 
ing Educational Building and pur- 
chase and construct a new parking 
lot. 


When the campaign was completed 
a total of $1,122,655 had been 
pledged. Mr. Tom Belk and a team 
of some 435 men were the human 
agents in raising this money. 


Mr. William Mullins is Chairman 
of the Building Committee and at 
present final plans are beine drawn 
up preparatory to starting the work. 


A most _ attractive brochure, 
“Privileged To Share” has been pre- 
pared and Rev. James Fogartie and 
his Associate, the Rev. A. Clarke 
Dean continue to furnish the spiritual 
leadership to this large and active 
congregation. 





Hongkong — Authoritative news 
from Red China includes this item: 
The Religious Affairs Bureau is now 
exercising control of baptisms. In- 
fants may be baptized without ques- 
tion, but when an adult wishes to 
be baptized he must first undergo 
an examination and satisfy the au- 
thorities as to his political thinking, 
his political background and his po- 
litical outlook. 


Walls of the Moore Memorial 
Church in Shanghai have recently 
been plastered with some 300 posters 
all in denunciation of its pastor, 
Rev. Z. S. Zia. It is reported that 
his elder sister, living in Hangchow, 





recently committed suicide under 
pressure. 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
Gaffney —(PN)— Miss Joung 


Sook Kim and Sung Won Park, both 
natives of Seoul, Korea, but who 
met in Lexington, Ky., at the Pres- 
byterian Youth Convention, were 
married here June 7. 


Dr. Robert Bluford officiated at 
the afternoon ceremonies at the 
Limestone Presbyterian Church. 


The bride is the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Kyu Kim of Seoul. She is 
a graduate of Limestone College, 
Gaffney, as well as of Kyung Ki 
High School and Ewha Woman’s Uni- 
versity of Seoul. 


The groom, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Young Choon Park of Seoul, is now 
a graduate student at the University 
of Illinois. He is a graduate of both 
Kyung Ki Boys High School and 
Vanderbilt University. 


Mrs. Park was given in marriage 
by her brother, Han Joo Kim. She 
wore a dress of white peau de soie 
which she had made. A pearl tiara 





crowned her illusion veil, and her 
bouquet was of roses. 


Her only attendant was her sister, 
Jung Hee Kim. Tai Shin Park was 
his brother’s best man. Ushers were 
Mack Linder of Blacksburg, S. C., 
Ashley Neal of Canton, N. C., and 
Dick Hurtzeler of Champaign, IIl. 





Missionary News 


TENNESSEE 


Nashville —(PN)— The Rev. and 
Mrs. Earl S. King, Jr., sailed on June 
1 to return to Congo after their 
first regular furlough in the United 
States. 


Mr. King, a member of Mont- 
gomery Presbytery, does evangelistic, 
educational, and industrial work on 
the Mission field, and Mrs. King 
supervises the work of the rural 
dispensary and the maternity ward 
in the Mboi station. She is the for- 
mer Virginia Wood of Churchville, 
Va. The Kings have two children. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Charles Ross 
of our Congo Mission are scheduled 
to arrive in New York in early Au- 
gust for their first regular furlough 
in the United States. 


They left this country on August 
23, 1955 for Belgium, where they 
had the required year of study be- 
fore going to Congo. They have two 
adopted children, David Roland, and 
Stephen, aged five and three respec- 
tively. 


Mrs. Ross, Nancy Jean Jones, 
was born in Maraj, India, daughter 
of Dr. and Mrs. Wilfred Jones. She 
is a graduate of the University of 
California School of Nursing, and 
attended Biblical Seminary, N. Y. 
She is a member of the Second Pres- 
byterian Church of Roanoke, Va. 


Mr. Ross, a native of East Boston, 
Mass., is a graduate of Emerson Col- 
lege, Biblical Seminary, N. Y., and 
studied in the graduate department 
of Princeton Theological Seminary. 
He was ordained by Bluestone Pres- 
bytery in December of 1954, and 
served as pastor of the Oceana Pres- 
byterian Church, Oceana, W. Va., 
before going to the mission field. 





Miss Evelyn Louise Colvin is the 
newest missionary appointee of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. She has 
received her appointment from the 
Board of World Missions to go to 
Taiwan as an evangelistic missionary. 


A native of Gadsden, Alabama, 
she considers Jasper, Ala., and An- 
derson, S. C., her hometowns. She 
received her education at Sneed Sem- 
inary in Boaz, Ala., and the Presby- 
terian School of Christian Education 
(A.T.S.), Richmond, Va. 


She was working as a cosmetol- 
ogist in a beauty shop in Anderson, 
S. C., when her Christian witness 


and example, her enthusiasm and 
talent for evangelism, caused the 
Central Presbyterian Church of that 
city to enlist her as a part-time di- 
rector of Christian education. She 
became their full-time D.C.E. in less 
than a year, and remained in that 
work for a full year. Her work as 
a D.C.E. was so successful at the 
Central church in Anderson, that 
she went from there to A.T.S. for 
further study, in September of 1957. 


Last summer, between sessions of 
school, she served as summer D.C.E. 
at the First Presbyterian Church in 
Orangeburg, S. C 


She will be ready to go to Taiwan 
to take up her new duties in late 
summer after attending the Institute 
for Outgoing Missionaries to be held 
in Montreat, N. C. 





Union Theological Seminary 
in Virginia 


Union Theological Seminary in 
Virginia awarded Bachelor of Di- 
vinity degrees to 73 men, who now 
go out into the church to serve in 10 
states as ministers, assistants, teach- 
ers, and some to continue post-grad- 
uate theological education. At the 
147th commencement of this Presby- 
terian institution, the Master of The- 
ology degree was awarded to 12 per- 
sons, 10 of whom are already or- 
dained ministers. The Doctor of The- 
olory degree was awarded to seven 
ministers. 


The commencement address was 
delivered by Mr. Thornton H. Brooks, 
a member of the Seminary’s board 
of trustees from the synod of North 
Carolina. Mr. Brooks is a graduate 
of the University of North Carolina, 
with a Bachelor of Arts and a Bache- 
lor of Law degree. President Jones 
introduced the speaker as “a highly 
esteemed attorney of Greensboro, 
North Carolina, and a ruling elder 
of the First Presbyterian Church of 
that city. He has served effectively 
the cause of Christian Education in 
the synod of North Carolina, and 
throughout the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S.” 


On behalf of the Board of Trus- 
tees, President Jones announced that 
associate professor, James Luther 
Mays, was elected a full professor, 
and assistant professor, William Bean 
Kennedy. was elected as the Robert 
and Lucy Reynolds Critz Associate 
Professor of Christian Education. 


President Jones also announced 
that during the year benefactors of 
the seminary have contributed suf- 
ficient resources to the capital en- 
dowment of the teaching program 
to endow the chair of Biblical The- 
olorv, presently occupied by Profes- 
sor Balmer Hancock Kelly; and to 
support on an annual basis the pro- 
gram of continuing education of 
these two projects is approximately 
$475,000. The seminary has also 
received testamentary gifts of $375.- 
000 during the year. 


E 
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At the afternoon meeting of the 
board of trustees, the Reverend Mr. 
Marmaduke William Norfleet, Jr., 
was given a standing vote of com- 
mendation to take note of the 25th 
anniversary of his service to the 
seminary, and to express apprecia- 
tion to him for his fruitful labors 
and gratitude to God for his dedi- 
cated service as secretary and treas- 
urer of the board, and as treasurer 
and business manager of the Semi- 
nary. 


As a part of the commencement 
exercises, President Jones also an- 
nounced a number of awards and 
fellowships. 
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WHEN CHRIST COMES AND 
COMES AGAIN. T. F. Torrance. 
Eerdman’s. $3.00. 


It is one of the principal tasks of 
the theologian in each generation, 
says Dr. Torrance, to bring the 
preaching of the church to the bar 
of the Word of God and to test its 
adequacy as a faithful presentation 
of the message and teaching of the 
New Testament. He maintains that 
in the rising tide of evangelism to- 
day it is important that the content 
of evangelistic proclamations should 
be tested and examined in this way. 
To this end Dr. Torrance presents 
16 sermons that he has preached in 
parish churches in Scotland and also 
at college and school chapels and 
over the radio. He has rewritten for 
reading these messages in order to 
bring out fully the theological con- 
tent of evangelism. 


We soon note that this is not a 
book primarily about preaching but 
a book presenting some of the ma- 
terial that should be preached. Thus 
Dr. Torrance writes, “There are as- 
pects of modern preaching which 
give rise to great anxiety. The temp- 
tation of the popular preacher to 
build the faith of the congregation 
on his own personality, to parade 
his knowledge of modern literature, 
to feed his people with constant diag- 
noses of the various maladies of our 
time instead of with the substance 
of the Gospel, to allow an existential- 
ist decision to oust from their central 
place in the Gospel the mighty acts 
of God in Christ, and so to give 
the people anthropology instead of 
Christology or to preach the church 
instead of Christ in His church and 
so to give the congregation the tra- 
ditions of men instead of Incar- 
nation, Atonement, Resurrection, As- 
cension, and Advent. The sheep lost 
in a snow storm may eke out its life 
a little longer by feeding upon its 
own wool but the church cannot live 
very long by feeding upon its own 
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experience or conventions instead of 
the Body and Blood of Christ.” 


Here is Christian preaching at its 
best. The content is Biblical and 
properly balanced. The author is 
not bound by even respected evan- 
gelical tradition. He endeavors to 
go directly to the Gospel itself for 
his message. The style is lucid and 
lively. The spirit is evangelistic, 
grounded upon sound theological 
thought. For example, the author 
writes on the new birth, “This habit 
that modern people often have of 
thinking and speaking of the new 
birth as if it could be perceived in 
the soul and is something to be 
possessed in itself is a great snare 
to many humble and earnest be- 
lievers; to drive them to despair or 
turn them into hypocrites for they 
try to live up to ‘born-again and 
converted’ lives, they know secretly 
how sinful they are and they con- 
sider it in their deepest selves they 
are not new creatures. This is not 
the way of Jesus, but the way of 
the Pharisees. Just as it is not in 
ourselves that we have to seek our 
righteousness but in Christ so it is 
not in ourselves that we have to 
seek our new birth but in Christ 
alone.” 


There is not a tedious sermon 
among the sixteen. Each one comes 
to us with exhilaration and enthusi- 
asm. From beginning to end Christ 
is all and in all. 

—John R. Richardson 


WHEN THE TIME HAD FULLY 
COME. Herman N. Ridderbos. Wm. 
B. Eerdman’s Publishing Co. $1.50. 


The five New Testament studies 
in this volume are succinct, incisive, 
and penetrating. The author is an 
authority in this field and holds to 
the Reformed interpretation of 
Christian truth. 


The Kingdom of God, Dr. Rid- 
derbos says, is central in the concepts 
found in the history of revelation. 
He explains this content and shows 
how it is related to both present and 
future. He points out the relation 
that exists between the kingdom of 
God and the church. He insists that 
the kingdom of God has entered our 
world but at the same time it is yet 
te come. Since Christ’s resurrection 
is pivotal and is the point of coinci- 
dence of the two aeons, it casts its 
light in two directions. It is the 
proof of what has happened and the 
guarantee or pledge of what will 
happen. 


A splendid chapter discusses “The 
Significance of the Sermon on the 
Mount.” After analyzing the many 
interpretations of the Sermon on 
the Mount, he states that his own 
pesition is that the sermon has a 
close bearing upon the life of the 
disciples amidst the different con- 
nections and relationships of the 
world. This means that the children 
of the Kingdom ought to ask for the 


Kingdom of God’s righteousness in 
all sectors of life. 


The third chapter discusses “The 
Redemptive-Historical Character of 
Paul’s Preaching.”’ Here the author 
asserts that in the crucified and risen 
Saviour, the great turning-point in 
God’s times has come. The main 
thrust of Paul’s ministry is that what 
has been promised of old has now 
been fulfilled and manifested. 


Chapter 4 is an anlysis of “The 
Law of God in Paul’s Doctrine of 
Salvation.” The author explains that 
freedom from the law or Christian 
freedom means freedom from the 
condemnation and death which the 
law works without Christ. It means 
acquittal from God’s judgment. It 
means even here and now a good 
and sanctified conscience. It means, 
moreover, the freedom, the possi- 
bility to live with the aid of the 
Spirit in agreement with God’s de- 
mands as expressed in the law. It 
is the moral freedom to do what 
God requires. 


The closing chapter sets forth 
The History of Redemption and the 
Scriptures of the New Testament. 
Here he says, “The Scriptures of the 
New Testament bear their authority 
because they are not mere human 
writings but because they have a 
contribution to make to the coming 
of the Kingdom itself. They are the 
rock on which Christ has built and 
will continue to build His church 
in accordance with the very nature 
of the revelation of the Scriptures 
and maintains that without this there 
ean be no sufficient theological re- 
sistance against subjectivism in its 
various forms. 


The volume is a real addition to 
contemporary theological literature. 
It is of special value to students 
specializing in the New Testament 
field. 


John R. Richardson 


POWER THROUGH PENTECOST. 
Harold J. Ockenga. Wm. B. Eerd- 
man’s Publishing Co. $2.00. 


Several years ago Dr. Ockenga 
wrote a splendid book called “The 
Spirit of the Living God.” It was 
largely doctrinal in content. In the 
preface to this volume he tells us 
that in that work he did not approach 
the subject of the Holy Spirit’s min- 
istry as it may be personally known 
in individual experience in this form 
of work. As time has passed he has 
felt a deficiency in the former vol- 
ume and therefore has written the 
present one to compensate for that 
lack and to explain clearly how to 
be filled with the Holy Spirit. He 
insists that it is necessary to have 
both a doctrinal and an experimental 
approach to this subject. 


Writing experimentally Dr. Ocken- 
ga says, “The message of this book 
reflects my own experience and deep 
conviction. I was a Christian for 
some years, was preaching the Gos- 


pel, was experiencing fruit in my 
ministry before I felt the deep need 
and compelling necessity of waiting 
to be filled with the Holy Spirit. 
Once this happened through under- 
standing of my need of the Scripture 
and of the formula of the Spirit- 
filled life the entire quality of my 
spiritual experience was changed. It 
is not my purpose to apply any 
personal experience as a standard 
for other believers’ spiritual lives 
but this personal experience led me 
to study the Scripture, to read the 
spiritual biographies of other Chris- 
tians and to come to the conclusion 
that it is necessary for Christians to 
enter the deeper life by critical ex- 
perience if they are to enjoy all God 
has for them.” 


Writing from the standpoint of 
good theology and sound common 
sense Dr. Ockenga observes, “His- 
torically speaking the day of Pente- 
cost was the baptism of the Spirit 
upon the Christian Church, an ex- 
perience that will never be repeated 
in all history. This makes it evident 
that it is foolish to pray that God 
will repeat Pentecost. Experimentally 
speaking Pentecost was the blessing 
of Spirit-filling in the lives of the 
disciples. This may be repeated in 
the lives of Christians today.” 


In each of the 3 messages in this 
volume we find an excellent outline, 
lucid exposition and direct applica- 
tion of Christian truth to Christian 
living. This book has the ability to 
help the minister to deepen his own 
Christian life and to inspire to be 
satisfied with nothing less than the 
best that God has to offer him. 

—John R. Richardson 





PAUL BEFORE THE AREOPA- 
GUS AND OTHER NEW TESTA- 
MENT STUDIES. N. B. Stonehouse. 
Wm. B. Eerdman’s Publishing Co. 
$3.50. 


Much of the material in this vol- 
ume appeared first in the form of 
articles contributed to the West- 
minster Theological Journal. Those 
who read these scholarly articles will 
be delighted that they are now pre- 
served in permanent book form. 


The chief accent in these lectures 
falls on exposition. The study of 
Paul’s Areopagus address is largely 
exegetical and deals comprehensive- 
ly with the New Testament message. 
Dr. Stonehouse gives a critique of 
the views of Martin Dibelius on the 
Athenian message. Dibelius main- 
tains that the sermon is unhistorical 
and out of harmony with Paul’s 
doctrine of the state of the heathen 
in such passages as Romans I. Dr. 
Stonehouse argues convincingly that 
Dibelius’ treatment is inadequate. 


Chapter 2 gives an answer to the 
question, “Who crucified Jesus?” 
This is a criticism of Zeitlin’s book, 
“Who Crucified Jesus?’”’, in which 
the Jewish writer seeks to relieve his 
nation of the responsibility of the 
death of Christ. Dr. Stonehouse em- 
phasizes the fact that the nation of 
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the Jews was responsible for the 
death of Christ. 


The third lecture discusses, ‘‘Re- 
pentance, Baptism and the Gift of 
the Holy Spirit.”” This chapter seeks 
to meet the challenge of the type of 
criticism that contends that there is 
a contradiction in the necessity for 
water baptism when the Spirit has 
already been granted, insisting that 
the prominence given to water bap- 
tism is an intrusion reflecting the 
later sacramentarian emphasis of the 
church. 


Lecture 4 is devoted to “‘The El- 
ders and the Living-Being in the 
Apocalypse.” The author discusses 
the identity of the elders and the 
living-beings in the book of Revela- 
tion. His conclusion is that both 
these groups are angelic beings of 
a superior order. 


Lecture 5 gives a penetrating an- 
alysis of “Rudolph Bultmann’s Jesus”’. 
The content of this article was first 
given in the author’s inaugural ad- 
dress when he became professor of 
New Testament in Westminster The- 
ological Seminary. Dr. Stonehouse 
shows that Bultmann outdoes the 
Liberals and is an _ untrustworthy 
guide for Christians to follow. 


Chapter 6 discusses “Martin Di- 
belius and the Relation of History 
and Faith.” This chapter concludes 
with the thought that “ultimately 
the choice which the gospels offer 
is that of believing their testimony 
or that of rejecting it outright. The 
issue lies between the radical view 
which sees the testimony in its unity 
but frankly rejects it because of its 
own critical presuppositions and the 
nosition of Christian theism which 
acknowledges the history of Jesus 
as God’s action in history for the 
salvation of His people. The mediat- 
ing effort of Dibelius fails to ~er- 
suade our minds and to set our hearts 
at rest and leaves us with an inner 
conflict between them.” 


The closing lecture is devoted to 
“Luther and the New Testament 
Canon.” Dr. Stonehouse reviews 
Luther’s attitude toward Hebrews, 
James, Jude and Revelation. Luther 
held that for one reason and another 
these books lacked the clear state- 
ment of the gospel. Concerning 
Luther’s attitude, Dr. Stonehouse re- 
marks, “My basic criticism of his 
viewpoint is that it was narrowly 
Christocentric rather than God cen- 
tered and thus involved an attenua- 
tion and an improverishment of the 
message of the New Testament.” 
The author further comments, “If 
Luther had seen the New Testament 
in the broader context provided by 
the Biblical idea of the Covenant, 
he likewise would have been better 
prepared without sacrifice of the doc- 
trines of grace and indeed reinforc- 
ing them to recognize more adequate- 
ly the place designed to the law of 
righteousness. Luther to be sure, 
is hardly to be accused of antinomi- 
nism as Berkouwer has rightly in- 
sisted. Nevertheless, the comprehen- 


sive significance of law hardly came 


into its own on his approach and 
thus formulating his criterion in our 
terms and insisting upon the same 
manifestation of it in each writing 
of the New Testament he missed 
much of the revelation of the New 
Testament organism of Scripture.” 


This book is not easy reading but 
to one who desires the finest of 
modern scholarship it will repay pa- 
tient study. Dr. Stonehouse is a 
recognized authority in New Testa- 
ment literature. 

—John R. Richardson 





BIBLICAL CRITICISM. Wick 


Broomall. Zondervan. $4.95. 


For a number of years Dr. Broom- 
all has taught courses in Biblical 
criticism. During this time he has 
felt the need of a volume to give 
a solid presentation of the conserva- 
tive side of the subject. It is of 
interest to note that the manuscript 
produced by the author was a prize 
winner in the Zondervan $2500 
Christian text book contest. 


Although marked by the finest of 
Biblical scholarship, this volume is 
written in order that ministers and 
Bible students may receive maximum 
value from it. The author has sought 
to keep the book as popular as the 
subject will allow. 


This work is a defense of the 
conservative or historic view of the 
Bible. The author is persuaded that 
this position is defensible and in fact 
it is the only one that will stand up 
under the scrutiny of historical re- 
search and investigation. The author 
has succeeded in giving a foun- 
dation for the Bible believing Chris- 
tian to stand upon as he faces the 
attacks of unbelieving critics. 


The first two chapters deal with 
the inspiration of the Bible. The 
third is concerned with revelation 
and criticism. The fourth sets forth 
principles of criticism. The fifth dis- 
cusses the higher critical position. 
In the sixth chapter the author looks 
at the text and canon of the Old 
Testament in the light of criticism 
The seventh chapter presents archae- 
olegy in the light of criticism. One 
of the best chapters is number eight 
on the Book of Daniel in the Light 
of Criticism. The closing chapter is 
focused upon criticism and interpre- 
tation. 


The author raises and answers such 
pertinent questions as: Does the Old 
Testament predict an incarnation? 
Is the Messiah a king or the Saviour? 
Was the Messiah to come for national 
or spiritual Israel? Are the Old 
Testament prophets to be understood 
literally? Does the Old Testament 
present a unified Messianic hope? 
Did Christ really fulfill the Messianic 
predictions? Is the Messianic hope 
actually in the Old Testament? Is 
the Messianic hope original to the 
Old Testament? 


The author observes correctly that 
“Since Christ is at the very center 
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of Christianity and since He also is 
the very heart of the Messianic pre- 
dictions in the Old Testament, it is 
quite natural that scholars who ap- 
roach the Old Testament with an 
anti-supernaturalistic bias will make 
every effort possible to evade the 
Messianic interpretation of the Old 
Testament.” But here, says Dr, 
Broomall, “‘supernaturalism rests its 
ease. It is willing to defend its 
case at this point believing that if 
it ean be successfully defended here 
the samc will hold true at all other 
essential points. There is no secret 
of the fact that the rationalistic ap- 
proach to the Old Testament has 
vigorously attempted to ‘explain 
away’ the references to Christ in 
the Old Testament.” 


Dr. Broomall has done an excellent 
piece of work here in upholding the 
conservative and evangelical position 
and at the same time refuting the 
untenable views of the liberal. The 
author has rendered a real service 
in showing that assumptions can be 
repeated so often by so many that 
they are counted as facts, but that 
Christians should not accept assump- 
tions as facts until they can be 
proved to be facts. 

—John R. Richardson 





ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. Wil- 
liam Barclay. Westminster Press. 
$2.50. 


Dr. Barclay discusses in this vol- 
ume the plan of Acts, Luke’s skill 
as a historian, the accuracy of his 
sources, the honesty with which he 
used them and provides a new trans- 
lation with an introduction and an 
interpretation. The author has en- 
deavored to interpret this book in 
non-technical language so that it 
does not require a theological edu- 
cation to understand it. 


The author believes that Acts con- 
tains an eye-witness account on the 
part of the author. Writes Dr. Bar- 
clay, “‘As for the times when he was 
not present, many were the hours 
he must have spent in prison with 
Paul and many were the stories Paul 
must have told him. There can have 
been no great figure Luke did not 
know and in every case he must 
have got his story from someone 
who was there. When we read Acts 
we may be quite sure that no his- 
torian ever had better sources and 
no historian ever used his sources 
more accurately or more honestly.” 


There are a few sections in this 
book that are not altogether satisfac- 
tory. For example, the comments on 
Acts 4:32-37. Here the author fails to 
point out the dangers involved in the 
voluntary communistic experiment. 
But taken as a whole, this volume 
is illuminating and characterized by 
freshness. It could be of real help 
to anyone who desires to teach a 
series of students from the Acts of 
the Apostles. 

—John R. Richardson 





